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OAKS

The Oak is another of those trees which enjoys a grand and distinguished reputation not only for their beauty of form in all seasons but also for their ornamental wood. Many will hold onto their leaves through the winter. Oaks are generally adaptable to many soil conditions (after becoming established) but are sensitive to being transplanted in autumn. So take extra care in soil preparation if planting in fall. The Oak Genus covers a huge number of species. Here are a few which grow our area.
Pin Oak: 1 of the most common oaks in our area. Dense pyramidal shape

in youth with lower branches spreading downward. Autumn foliage is some-

times a russet red with most leaves persisting through Winter on youthful 

trees. Fast growing for an oak. May develop iron chlorosis in high pH soils.

Tolerates moister conditions than other oaks. Easily transplanted. Prefers to

be planted in Spring. Mature size may reach 75' tall X 40;' wide.

Northern Red Oak: Very attractive scarlet or brick red Fall color. Leaf

shape very similar to Pin Oak. Growth habit not nearly as dense as Pin Oak.

Mature size may reach 60' tall X 80 wide.Also a faster growing oak. Very 

sensitive to being planted in Autumn. Tolerates dry sites. Gorgeous wood

used for timber.  
  


Scarlet Oak: Popular for very attractive late Fall russet to scarlet color-considered to be the best of all the oaks. Mature size 50'-80' tall X 40'-50' 

wide. Also tolerates dry sites. Care should be taken to prepare planting site

properly.  

White Oak: Noted author Michael Dirr says “White Oak is the standard 

by which all other oaks are measured.” Somewhat difficult to find in nurseries.

Among the many outstanding trees at Spring Grove Cemetery this very old

and massive specimen is especially noteworthy. White Oaks may reach a 

mature size of 50'-80' tall and wide but are slow growing but generally lives

a long time.Round-lobed leaves. Fall color can be a very good purple-red.   

Swamp White Oak: As the name implies tolerates moist areas. Mature 

size may reach 50'-60' tall and wide. Dark green, lobed leaves with whitish

undersides in summer. Fall color usually yellowish-brown. Very interesting bark flakes in strips and and becomes deeply furrowed and ridged with age.


